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WUDGLWLRQV DQG WKRVH RI Ravakcidtd od hhRed BwWardsRiQevslcen HULQJ W
QHYHU EH LQ OLQH’ ZinVWddf, EWVDWW~-DWIpO@DIILE FRQVLGHUV 3PRL
to be central to their work and faith. In these ceremonies, teenagers take a series of preparatory
courses run by dained priests in the organization, and the morality ceremonies are understood
DV EVDWU~DUIpODJLéYfV DOWHUQDWLYH WR &KULVWLDQ FRQI|
to be pagan ethics based on Buetic EddeandHavama) two books of Ancient N@e poetry.
The priests also organize discussions around current social and political issues with the goal of
encouraging teenagers to express themselves and engage in philosophical speculations about life
and existence. Participants explore topics such*aB RG DQG HYLO EODFN DQG ZKLYV
cons of humans and gods. Nature and the environment. What responsibilities do we have as
DGXOWV" :KDW LV PRVW L PBBsH WD@dfatkiriconédbtitaniorabtyy H " °
ceremonies function within éncentral mission of Asatriiarfélagid to promote tolerance and
respect for every person, tradition, and culture, within a framework grounded in Icelandic
identity and ancient Norse tradition.

EVDWU~DUIpODJLeTV H[SOLFLW HP@&Kdiaditbr® WROHUDQF|
complementing their own ethnic identity complicates current scholarship of othpagaa
movements that, like Asatriarfélagid, ground themselves in ancient Norse tradition, often to
construe racialhbound identities into a supremaaigtrrative. Since the 1970s there has been an
outburst of numerous neopagan revival movements in the US and in Europe. Some of these
movements fit well into scholarly frameworks of naturalizing racial power and producing

supremacist doctrinésOne movemet that fits more clearly into such religiacial frameworks

4 hitps://asatru.is/urasatruarfelagid/
S https://asatru.is/sidfesta/

6 Sylvester Johnsomfrican American Religions, 15@8000: Colonialism, Democracy, and Freed@@ambridge,
UK: CambridgeUniversity Press, 2015).
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is the Asatru Folk Assembly (AFA), a Uised new religious movement that uses Norse
WUDGLWLRQ WR OHJLWLPL]H ZKLWH 3IRON LGHQWLW\" DQG W]
noticed, howeverthat while Asatriarfélagid shares the same root historicization as AFA, the
rationale and consequence is considerably different. As a subject for comparative study, then,
Asatruarfélagi® appears to strain scholarly frameworks currently deployed totande¥®rse
resurgent religiosity that are keenly attentive to the AFA and similar NRMs in North America:
naturalized power, appropriation, and white supremacy. Part of why Asatrarfélagi® complicates
HOQDWXUDOL]JHG SRZHUTY DS SUR DRoKs¢dm to\provhist® pelitisakKddraielY H P H Q
power agendas; the movement publicly portrays themselves as actively teaching progressive
values and practices such as tolerance, ethical behavior, and respect for ancient cultures beyond
just their own ancient culte. In other words, Asatriarfélagid historicizes their identity and
SUDFWLFH WR 3SDQFLHQW WUDGLWLRQ " DV WKH $VDWUX )RON
does not proclaim a naturalized superiority or racial hierafchy.

The study of NewReligious Movements is a defined field within the American Academy
of Religion, and considerable work has been performed on white supremacist NRMs, several of
which historicize themselves with reference to Norse tradition. Asatrdarfélagid, as an insular
NRM in Iceland, is understudied and largely unrepresented in any extensive schdlarship.
Humanistic scholarship on Asatriarfélagid, grounded in aleading its core texts
recommended to us by our contacts and based oinéiret accounts garnered through

interviews, is an important corrective to dominant sestantific scholarly theories, which

’ For example, they permit but do not encourpgeselytizingmissionary work.
8% QRWDEOH H[FHSWLRQ LV OLFKDHO 6WUPLVND 3EVDWdaRElQo,FHODQG 7k
The Journal of Alternative and Emergergligions Vol.4, No.1 (October, 2000), pp. :082. This decadesld
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perhaps inadequately generalize race and idembiéyer agendas to all neopagan movements.
Use of Norse mythology and tradition in our case study cannot bestmoléias appropriation or
as tools of rac@ower legitimization. As former Asatraarfélagid Lawspeaker Jon Ingvar Jonsso
VDLG 3:KDW ZH DUH WU\LQJ WR GR LV EXLOG RQ RXU DQFLHQ
to live and understand our backgt@ & -~
SHOLJLRXV VWXGLHV UHVHDUFK WHQGV WR JUDYLWDWH V
monolithically framed as Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, and Judaism. Yet, according
to Gordon Melton, thexecutive director at the Institute for the Stuwd American Religions at
UCSB, 4045 new religious movements emerge each year in the US8lGoasidering how
rapidly NRMs are erupting and gaining ground, it is the responsibility of religious studies
scholars to conduct rigorous study so that webedter understand this rapidly expanding
phenomenon in lived religiois a neopagan NRM using p@&hristian, Norseoriginating,
Icelandicethnic identity to ground their neopagan religion in Iceland, Asatraarfélagid represents
a potential complication tthe current frameworks scholars apply to understand new religio

ethnic movements, and an enticing problem for theorists in the study of religion to explore.
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focuses on thintersection of religion and imperiacialideologies, to begin to understand how
EVDWU ~ D UXVOPRK WRK QRXR/Q F RIHYIKVUINGWpErial and anti-racial-
hierarchy ideologie$t
IQ RUGHU WRTXOVIHWR Y KINQGRBISEEHBIRNIXOWNQ @D P H
6 W X G H QWIll c@imieckinterviewsvith memberf Asatriarfélagid (known as
Esatr ~armenn) and ask thigrastionsaboutwhat drewthemto themovement, and if (and how)

they consider Asatrtarfélagid to bienilar or different to other
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present our research in an ed@lgptember Religion Symposium at Reed, and submit our

enriched manuscript to the esteemed jouNwla Religio: The Journal of Alternative and

Emergent Religiona/Ne also plan to present our paper at the Pacific Northwest regional

American Academy of Religh conference in May, 2023.

Project Design and Preliminary Bibliography:

March-May 2022 IRB submission, establish initial contacts wWitsatriarfélagid
a. Johanna Hardardottighanna@hlesey.is
b. Arni Hegranesgodirnisve @simnet.is

June 2022, M/F meetings in ETC 209
D Securezoominterviewdates/times witisatriarfélagid membe(s 6W XGHQW QDPH
E Reviewprimary literatureecommended bjsatriarfélagid priests 6 W X G H Qadd Q D P H
IDFXOW\ QDPH

L

LL

PoeticEdda, a collection of old Norserrative poems. Asatriarfélagié usieis
asareferencepoint of pagan-ethics their ethicsvorkshops for teenagers.
CarolynelLarrington,The PoetiEdda 2 [IRUGBZ&ERUNIRUG 8QLYHUVLW\
Press, 1999), asell asPaulAcker and Carolyne LarringtoRevisiting the Poetic

(GGDR (VVD\V RHerokcQéyendiNevork: Routledge, 2013).

Havamal, another collection of old Norsarrative poems, which Asatrdarfélagi®

usesn their ethics workshop®avid A. H. EvansH ivam il (LondonViking

Society for Northern Research, University College, 1986).

F Consultthe Asatriarfélagid website and socisdia( 6 WXGHQW QDPH
G Reviewliteratureon Asatrti ( 6 WX GH Qiwd QDPXOW\ QDPH

L
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ii.  Damon T. BerryBlood and Faith: Christianity in American White Nationalism
(New York: Syracuse University Press, 2017)
ii.  Jeffrey Kaplan,Radical Religion in America: Millenarian Movements from the
Far Right to the Children of NoaliNew York.: Syracuse Unersity Press, 1997).
iv.  Jefferson F. CalicoBeing Viking: Heathenism in Contemporary America
(Bristol: Equinox Publishing Ltd., 2018).
v. Urban, HughB.20151HZ $JH 1HRSDJDQ DQG 1HZ 5HOLJLRXV
Alternative Spirituality in Contemporaymerica Oakland, California:
University of California Press.
vi S5REHUW $ 6DXQGHUYV Prapgreskin(HudnarDdebgvaplly, (B)
(2013), pp.786810.
Vii. 6 ODJOLRFFR 31HRSDJDQLVP " LQ 2 +Dm&HU DQG 0O !
Cambridge Companion to New IR@us Movement§Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2012.

July 2022 (M/F meetings in ETC 209)

D Think alongsidegheoristsn thestudy of religion (who actively complicate religio-racial
identification, or who theorizthe utility and history of the discipline of religiossudies
in projects of re-enchantmethiat push against Protestant presuppositidroair field.

( 6WXGHQaN QIDFXOW\ QDPH
L Sylvester Johnsomfrican American Religions, 1500-2000: Colonialism,
Democracy, and Freedom (Cambridge, Wambridge University Press, 2015).

LL -XGLWK :HLVHEOQRMNHUYB :H7KH H -RaciablHe0rie3dn® the
6 WXG\ RI 5 bBbOrhaldf Bi€@Armerican Academy of Religipdune2020,

Vol. 88, No. 2, pp. 440 +459.

LLL-DVRQ -QDQGD -RVHSKVRQ 6WRUP 3*RGYV 6KDGRZ 2
*HQHDORJ\ RI Histehydt Re&liBiGnEYol. 52, No. 4 (May 2013),
pp.309:339.

E Conductinterviewsviazoom( 6 W X G H QaiNd QIDFX OW\ QDPH

F Transcribe interviewé 6 WXGHQW QDPH

G Outlinepaper( 6 WX G H Qand QIDFFXOW\ QDPH

August 2022 Write paper (6 W X G H Qand QIDFX OW\ QDPH

September 2022
D Submitpaperto Jolie Griffin ( IDFXOW\ QDPH
E Publicpresentation of paper to Reed Religion Symposium (Wednesday, 9/21/22)
( 6WXGHQand QIDFXOW\ QDPH
F Submission for peer revieand publicatiorto Nova Religio: ThéNova -422) /C2C2_18 12 Tfj 0 Emel
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